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New Delhi: It was RS

BJP deputy leader S S
Ahluwalia who drafted the
Lokpal resolution that was
finally approved by Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh, BJP sources said on

Monday. l}
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has all the
reasons to thank the BJP for
having sorted out the mess
in which the Congress-led
UPA Government had land-
ed itself. Had it not been for
the BJP’s overzealous ap-
proach to ensure that Anna
ends his fast, there could
have been further delay in
ending the impasse, but for
the timely intervention of the
BJP leadership.

According to sources, it
was Rajya Sabha BJP deputy

leader S S Ahluwalia, who*

drafted the resolution that
was finally approved by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh in the meeting at his
chambers in Parliament
House and read out in Par-
liament. The letter sent to
Anna was drafted from the
same resolution. The resolu-
tion drafted by Ahluwalia
was short and precise, which
was liked instantly by the

Prime Minister. Earlier, the
Congress crisis managers,
including Union Law Minis-
ter Salman Khursheed and
Union HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal, had struggled a lot to
prepare a draft but both of
them could not agree on a
similar draft. At the meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, where
Leader of the House in Lok
Sabha Pranab Mukherjee
was also present, along with
Leader of Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha Arun Jaitley, a
serious altercation broke out
between the two - Khursheed
and Sibal - forcing the BJP
leader to make a move.

Later, when the BJP lead-
ers, including Leader of Op-
position Sushma Swaraj,
Ahluwalia and Jaitley were
called at the meeting by
Pranab Mukherjee, Ahluwa-
lia, who drafted the Bill there
itself, handed over the same
to the Prime Minister.

The latter approved it in-
stantly and preferred it to the

‘long’ draft prepared by Kap-
il Sibal.

Sources stated that when
Salman Khursheed was
shown the draft, he tried to
argue disapprovingly, but
was cut short by Pranab
Mukherjee, who did not
want him to interfere and
delay the procedure.

The resolution that talked
about finding an ‘appropri-
ate mechanism’ and included
all the three contentious
points - citizen charter, low-
er bureaucracy and estab-
lishment of Lok Ayuktas -
was approved finally and *
was read out in the Rajya
Sabha. Later, the identical
draft was dashed off by the
Prime Minister to Anna
Hazare through Union Sci-
ence & Technology Minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh. Con-
tents of the letter were ap-
preciated by Anna, himself,
who agreed to break his fast.
“The letter is from Pant
Pradhan (Prime Minister),”
Hazare exclaimed.





